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36 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

and girls work from 4 o'clock A.M. to 9 o'clock p.u.
in the cotton-ginning mills. Those n the vicinities
of larger towns are vendors of fruit, vegetables,
milk, cheese, and butter. On market days great
troops of village women can be seen on the country
roads, their wares in big baskets on their heads,
their babies perched astride their shoulders, wend-
ing their way to town. Those who live in the larger
towns are often employed as hodcarriers for masons.

Their powers of endurance are marvellous. It is
a common occurrence for a woman to go out to pick
cotton as usual in the morning and to come back in
the evening, carrying her basket on her head and
in it her new-born babe, and it has been known for
a woman to start to town with her marketing on
her head, be detained an hour or two by the road-
side till she gives birth to her child, then with it
continue her journey.

Besides being a drudge the peasant woman is
nearly always a slave to her husband. Of course
she does not eat with him; if she goes out with
him she walks behind him while he rides the donkey,
which it is her'duty to keep moving at a good
pace by prodding with a sharp stick. If there is
anything to carry she does it. He does manage to
carry his own cigarette and walking stick! Often,
too, she has to exercise her wits to tell her lord
amugjng stories for his_ entertainment as they jour-
ney by the way. One day some tourists met just
such a couple on 3 country road, The poor woman
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