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FROM UNDER THE YOKE OF SOCIAL EVILS

U~xHAPPY marriages are a natural result of the
seclusion of women in Egypt. It would be highly
improper for a man to see his bride until after he
had married her. He has not even had the privilege
of choosing her. His mother did that for him, and
it goes without saying that the young man is not
always suited. The story is told of a young man
who at his wedding feast was sitting so glum and
silent that his young friends teased him by saying,
“Brother! brother! Why so sad on this joyous oc-
casion?” In answer he said, “I have just seen my
bride for the first time and I am woefully disap-
pointed. She is ugly! tall, thin, and weak-eyed.”
The tall “daughter-of-the-gods-girl” is not admired
in Egypt. Her short, fat, dumpy little sister is
much more according to Egyptian ideas of beauty.
“Cheer up! cheer up!” said his friends, “you are not
such a handsome fellow yourself that you should
have such a handsome wife!” Shaking his head
sadly, he said, “I feel like heaping ashes on my head.
If you don’t believe me that she is ugly, go up-
stairs and peep in at the Harem window and see for
yourselves.” Glad of the chance of such a privilege,
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