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40 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

This was probably an exaggeration, but it shows
that divorce 1s very common, and that the percentage
1s even higher than those who love LEgypt and her
people like to admit. It almost seems that the his-
tory of one’s Mohammedan acquaintances in Egypt
might be given in an endless stream of incidents
about divorce and the intrigue and hate and jealousy
attendant on this, the greatest social evil of Egypt.

Many a young man has no hesitation about marry-
ing and divorcing, keeping up the process for a year
or so till he at last finds a wife to suit him. If it
didn’t degrade those he has cast aside, he might be
excused for doing so, as he has had no chance to
choose his wife intelligently.

A young man of some spirit was determined to
have a wife to please him and who would be con-
genial to him. Seeing no other way to accomplish
it, he married and divorced in rapid succession six
times. The seventh was a queenly young woman,
gentle and refined in all her ways, in whom the
heart of her husband might well rejoice, yet the
terror daily hung over her that she might be divorced
in time like the other six. It was pathetic to see
how she tried to cultivate every little feminine art
to please her husband, how she tried to improve her
mind so as to be a companion to him, but constantly
with the fear of divorce lurking in her tender and
loving heart.

Among the lower classes marrying and divorcing
in rapid succession is a form of dissipation. When
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