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pay-day comes, instead of going off on a big drink °
(which, to the credit of Islam, is forbidden), they
use their money to defray the expenses of a season
of debauchery, marrying and divorcing as many
wives as possible while the money lasts. Picture the
degradation of the poor women who are the victims
(often unwilling victims) of such orgies.

It would be interesting to bring in here everything
that Mohammedan law says about divorce, but the
rules are many and complicated and almost too re-
volting to put into words. It is enough to say |
that the husband may divorce his wife without any
misbehavior on her part or without assigning any
reason. It is all left to the will and caprice of the
man, and he has only to say, “Woman, thou art |
divorced,” or he can even use metaphorical language
which must be understood by the ever-on-the-alert
wife to mean divorce, as when he says, “Thou art
free!”” “Thou art cut off!” “Veil yourself!”
“Arise, seek for a mate!” etc., etc. A certain man
had been away for a week or so on a business trip.
He came home and the first words he said to his
wife, were, “I thought you had gone home to your
father’s house!” She understood him to mean, and
rightly too, “I divorce thee!” so she packed up her
things and went off.

If a man pronounce his sentence of divorce only
once or twice it is revocable, but if he pronounces it
three times it is irrevocable, and the divorced wife
cannot be taken back by her husband till she has been
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