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was turned out of the house. On the next quarrel
with number three the man married a fourth time—
a girl younger than his daughter by his first wife.
About this time he met the Bible woman in the street
and asked her why she did not visit his house as
usual. She replied, “I do not come because I never
know which lady to ask for.”

The house of Ali might be supposed to be rather
a religious one, for the mother of the family has
performed the pilgrimage to Mecca and one of the
sons is a howling dervish. Here we were intro-
duced to a young bride, wife of a brother of the'
dervish. Calling again a few months later we found
another bride, the one we had seen on our former
visit having been divorced. The third time we went
the first wife was there again and the second had
been divorced. The woman had been married to
another man and divorced by him during the short
time of separation from the first husband, and when
the latter wished to have her back her parents could
not agree about allowing the marriage and quarrelled
so much that they divorced each other! The time
occupied by these proceedings was between a year
and eighteen months. Here were six persons con-
cerned, and four marriages and four divorces had
taken place. A baby had arrived on the scene, but
its parentage was a mystery in the mix-up.

It is quite usual for a woman to be divorced be-
fore the birth of her first child, and we could not but
feel sympathy with the poor young mother who
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