
OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

husband with a son. To die without a son would

be a great disgrace, so he takes his second wife. A

well-educated, pleasant-spoken Moslem sheikh, who

was teaching some new missionaries the Arabic lan

guage, was just on the point of marrying. Being

much interested in the young man, one of the mis

sionaries took occasion to impress upon him some

of his moral duties toward his new wife. Among

them that lie should never take another during her

lifetime. "Yes, honorable lady, I promise to do

as you say if God is willing and she presents me

with a son, otherwise against my will I must take a

second."

A missionary lady and a Bible woman were mak

ing some house-to-house visits in a little country

village. As they were going through the street two

smiling-faced women standing together in the door

of their hut pressed them to enter and pay them a

visit, too. In the course of the conversation it turned

out that they were fellow-wives. "Have you any

children?" was asked of the older. "No, neither

has she," was the quick response indicating her rival

with a nod of her head. Their common disappoint

ment in not having any children seemed to draw

them together and they seemed more like sisters than

rival wives, but if one had a child and the other

not there would have been some quarrelling and

trouble.

As can be quite easily understood it is rarely

possible for fellow-wives to live together in the same
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