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52 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

ried, but one is constantly meeting with cases of
marriage at a much ecarliecr age. A woman of
twenty-five, prematurely old, seemed to take great
delight in telling of her marriage when she was
only seven years old, about as far back as she could
remember. Another often tells the story how she
escaped being married when she was only eight
vears old. The guests were all assembled, the
elaborate supper had been enjoyed by all, the danc-
ing women had been more than usually entertain-
ing ; the time for the bridal procession came around,
but where was the bride? Her father searched all
through the house for her. At last he found her
lying asleep in the ashes in the kitchen. His father
heart was touched and he said to those who fol-
lowed him, “See that baby there asleep! Is it right
to marry her?” At the risk of bringing great dis-
grace upon himself, he then and there stopped the
marriage and the next day started her off to school.
This custom of child-marriage is one of the very
fruitful causes of the ignorance of the women.
Ignorance and superstition always go hand in
hand and they jointly are both a cause and an effect
of the degradation of women in Egypt. Super-
stition might almost be called the religion of
feminine Egypt. The people have many curious
beliefs about the influence of the “evil eye” and as
many curious charms to protect them from this in-
fluence. Many mothers will not wash their chil-
dren for fear they may be made attractive and thus
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