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58 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

of her devoted sister at her bedside that she might
be restored so as to have an opportunity to learn
of God and become a converted soul, led her to
accept Christ as her Saviour.

The life of this humble, quiet-spoken, earnest-
hearted, patient, loving woman, who lives close to
Clirist, is exercising an influence in her native village
which even men wonder at, but only God knows how
far-reaching it is.

The possibilities of the Egyptian women are great
either for good or for evil.

It is said that Ismail Pasha, the grandfather of the
present Khedive, who in his day ruled Egypt with
a tyrant’s hand, was himself ruled by a woman. His
mother, a woman of strong character, was the power
behind the throne. Much has been said about the
downtrodden condition of Egyptian women, and
none too much. Islam puts its heel on the neck of
woman. It debases and despises her. But there is
another side to the picture. Woman was born an
invincible spirit, which even the yoke of Islam has
not been able to crush. And in Egypt scarcely less
than in lands where she is more honored, she exer-
cises a sway that can neither be denied or despised.
The lords of creation—and that the men of Egypt
feel themselves decidedly to be—yield to their
women far more than a casual observer or even
they themselves imagine.

An illustration of this is seen in connection with
the mourning customs. The government, and in the
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