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64 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

freedom and liberty, come confinement and re-
straint. She is not now allowed out of doors except
on rare occasions and then in company with older
women, and her movements are hampered by her
being enveloped in “habarah™ and “veil.”

Still she has for a time some little comfort in be-
ing the important person of the community. She is
the bride-elect and there is some excitement in see-
ing the new “galibeeyahs”* and articles of furniture
which are to become her own special property. But
then, after a few short months, sometimes weeks,
the fatal wedding day arrives, when the child-bride
is taken away from her mother and becomes the
absolute possession of a man she has often never
seen, and knows nothing about. Her woman’s life
is begun in earnest, and in very stern reality she
learns what it is to be in subjection, she learns by
bitter experience that she has no power now to do
what she likes, and that she is subservient to an-
other. :

Her husband may be kind to her, and in many
cases is; but in any case she is his slave and utterly
dependent on the caprice of his nature. If she her-
self is fortunate enough to have a man who treats
her humanely there are dozens of others living in
her quarter who come to see her, who are objects
of cruelty and malevolence; and so her mind is fed

*The ordinary dress, cut rather like a dressing gown and
made in cotton or silk. If the latter, it is usually elaborately
trimmed with flounces and lace.
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