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TIIE WOMEN OF EGYPT ONCE MORE 69

dition of things, rather does one wonder when the
reverse prevails, and one is able to realize their pos-
sibilities in spite of all their drawbacks. I know of
women, though they are but very few, equally poor
and unfavored as those I have described, who can
be found sitting in their own little rooms, their
younger children with them, holding themselves
aloof from the usual gossip, their rooms swept,
themselves clean and tidy, their babies, though not
ideal, comparing favorably with the others; their
one apparent trouble, the elder children whom they
do not know how to train and whom they cannot
keep out of the streets; unless indeed there chance
to be a mission school in the near neighborhood.
The same state of things pervades all classes of
society, though in the middle and upper classes the
Moslems are usually very cleanly both in their per-
sons and in their homes, but the majority of. the
women are in the same lowﬁﬁded _moral state.
Life in the harems is spent in smoking and idle gos-
sip, and things far worse; the wife and mother
there, no less than among the poorer classes, has
no idea of responsibility. She is frequently unable
either to sew, read, or write, and leaves her children

t " the care of dependents. Her life is merely an

animal life; she is but a necessary article for use in
her Tasband’s household.

A wealthy merchant who has had several wives
keeps one in a beautiful house with every comfort,
another wife of the same man is left to live where
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