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70 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

she can with the pittance of something like three
pence per day. This 1s what the Moslem faith
allows.

It has been well said “a nation cannot rise above
the level of its women,” and this is painfully illus-
trated in Egypt and in all other lands where the
faith of Islam holds sway. Much is being done to
improve the social conditions of the people of Egypt,
but the real sore remains untouched so long as the
teaching of the Koran with regard to the position of
women remains in vogue,

There are many Mohammedan gentlemen who
would fain see a better state of things, and who, like
the late Mr. Justice Budrudin Tyabji, of Madras,

-devote their efforts to the amelioration of the back-

ward position of their brethren in the faith, and de-
sire especially the ‘“mitigation and ultimate removal
of paralyzing social customs, such as the seclusion
of women.” But their efforts are unavailing so
long as they remain adherents of the Moslem faith,
for in obedience to the Koran they can adopt no
other course than the present one,

Let them substitute for the Koran the teaching of
the Christian faith, the faith which alone gives
woman her rightful position, and they will find that
she can be a mighty influence for good in the social
life of the nation. Let her take the place ordained
for her by the Great Creator as the “helpmeet” to
man, let her fulfil her mission in the world, laid
down in the teaching of the New Testament, to love
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