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BEHIND OPENING DOOR IN TUNIS 75

children, or it may be a son, the first wife being
childless.

In other houses one finds under the same roof
two wives of one husband, each having a large num-
ber of children. Each wife will have two or three
maid-servants who sit with their mistresses and
mingle freely in the conversation, and, if the family
be wealthy, the elder daughters have their own spe-
cial attendants. Thus a household may contain a
large number of women who live together more or
less harmoniously, and whose numerous quarrels do
not conduce to the tranquillity of the master of the
house. But what does he care as long as he s mas-
ter and reigns supreme? There is probably not
much affection between him and the wife whom he
never saw before the wedding-day, but he loves his
children, being specially fond of the little ones and
showing all a father’s pride in his sons. His hours
of recreation are spent at the café or the more aris-
tocratic rendezvous—the barber’s shop—and the
charms of sweet home life he has never imagined.

Year by year, however, Western education is
slowly but surely telling on the Oriental mind. The
young men, trained in French schools and imbibing
modern ideas, show a strong tendency to follow the
manners and customs of their teachers, and it is at
least considered more “comme-il-faut” to take only
one wife and in some measure copy the European
“ménage.”

Divorce is, however, the great curse which blights
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