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domestic happiness, and words fail me to describe

the misery it brings.

The Moslem population of the city of Tunis is sixty

thousand. Setting aside men and children there

remain, roughly speaking, about twenty-five thou

sand women, and comparing my own experience

with that of other lady missionaries we are

agreed in affirming that the majority of these

women in the middle and lower classes have been-.__..._*-__-

divorced at least once in their lives, many of them

two or three times, while some few have had a

number of husbands. In the upper class and

wealthy families divorce is not nearly so common,

and for obvious reasons.

I have never known a man to have thirty or

forty wives in succession as one hears of in some

Mohammedan lands. A man once told my brother

in-law that he had been married eighteen times, and

I heard of another who had taken (the Arab ex

pression) twelve wives, one after another; but this

last was related with bated breath as being an un

usual and opprobrious act.

When a woman is divorced she returns to her

father's house and remains dependent on him until

he finds her another husband, her monetary value

being now greatly reduced. The quarrel which led

to the separation is sometimes adjusted and she

returns to her husband, but never if he has pro

nounced the words, "Tulka be thaléthe" (Divorce

by three, or threefold). This, even though uttered
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