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BEHIND OPENING DOOR IN TUNIS 77

in a moment of anger, may never be recalled, and if
he really care for his wife and wish to take her
back again, she must be married to another man
and divorced by him before she can return to her
first husband. But the laws relating to marriage,
divorce, and the guardianship of the children, would
require a volume to themselves and cannot be
entered upon here.

One is led to ask, what is the cause of this dark
cloud of evil which casts its terrible shadow over
so many homes?

No doubt it chiefly arises from the low standard
of Moslem morality and is intensified by the whole
basis of the marriage relationship.

Among the upper classes a girl does not often
marry till about seventeen years old, but a poorer
man is glad to get his daughters off his hands at a
much earlier age, especially if he can obtain a good
dowry in payment. The girl goes through a form
of acceptance, relying on the representations of her
relatives, which are often far from truthful. She
never sees her husband until the wedding day and
then, no matter how old, igly; Ot repulsive the man
may be, it is too late to refuse; no wonder that
mutual disappointment often ensues, deepening into
strong dislike, which produces constant friction,
culminating in a violent quarrel; as in the case
of a young girl whom I knew, married to an old
man, and divorced a few years later through a
quarrel over a pound of meat,
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