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BEHIND OPENING DOOR IN TUNIS 79

who was not so good-looking and had consequently
been passed over by the professional matchmakers.
She vowed to separate the young couple by “work-
ing the works of Satan” over them, which in plain
English means, exercising sorcery. But I will tell
the story as I heard it from the mother.

Five weeks after the wedding the old woman con-
trived to steal secretly into the bride’s room and
sprinkle over it a powder possessing the power of
casting an evil spell over those she wished to injure,
and, to make her work more efficacious, she
further wrapped a knife with evil charms and hid it
amongst the bridegroom’s clothes. Shortly after
she met the young man, and clutching him by the
arm, her sharp eyes gleaming from between the
folds of her veil, she hissed: “Know, O man, that
I have bewitched thee and ere long thou shalt be
separated from thy bride!” On entering the house
that evening, he complained that he felt as though
in a furnace. It was a cold night and the family
were shivering, but he kept casting off one gar-
ment after another, exclaiming that the awful heat
was unendurable and that he was surely bewitched.

This went on evening after evening for a whole
week until he declared that he could stand it no
longer, and could only rid himself of his sufferings
by a divorce. Before the kadi he explained that he
had nothing against the girl nor their family, who
had always treated him with great kindness, but he
was under the influence of sorcery and must be
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