
So OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

divorced. And this statement was accepted as




per-

fectly reasonable. \'Vhat astonished me the most

was, that the bride's parents exonerated him from

all blame. As the mother said, "I loved him as my
own son, but he could not help it." The old woman

had worked the works of Satan over him, and how

could he escape?

This incident shows not only the slender nature

of the marriage ties but also the immense power

which superstition exercises over the mind. It

seems to be part of a Moslem woman's very nature,

and largely influences all her life from the cradle

to the grave.

Beware, when visiting an Arab woman, of too

greatly admiring her tiny baby, however engaging

it may be! Such admiration would surely attract

"the evil eye," and then woe to the little one! The

safest course of an ignorant Roumi (Christian) is

merely to glance at her little child and say,

"Mabrouk" (May it be blest).

Is there illness in the house, a message is first

sent to the "degaz" (soothsayer), who writes a

magic paper, encloses it in a leather case, and sends

it to the sick one with directions to fasten it on

the head, arm, etc., according to the part affected.

Another favorite remedy is to pour a little water

into a basin on which passages from the Koran are

written, and then either drink or bathe with it as

the disease may appear to require.

These powerful remedies failing to restore health
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