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BEHIND OPENING DOOR IN TUNIS 83

become a shapeless mass. Our “Halfouine saint”
was sometimes in a violent state of mind. Then,
as he approached, the butchers would quickly hide
their meat, the confectioners’ display of cakes be-
came suddenly scanty, while other shops appeared
equally bare.

The ‘“saint” might enter a shop, turn the con-
tents into the street, and work general havoc; the
owner not daring to say him nay, but cherishing the
hope of recompense in Heaven to atone for present
loss. In cases of illness, Sidi Ali would be taken
to the house of the sick one, and his presence was
said invariably to bring blessing and relief.

He is also said to have foretold the introduction
of electric trams, but this appears to have been only
thought of when they had already made their ap-
pearance in the city.

For months the poor old man had been growing
feebler, and in the month of January last he passed
away. His death caused general mourning and
lamentation, many women weeping .bitterly. The
corpse was escorted to the mosque and thence to the
cemetery by various sects displaying colored silk
banners, emblazoned with Koran verses. Crowds
pressed round the bier fighting for a chance of seiz-
ing it for a moment and thus securing “merit” in
heaven, and it was only a strong force of police
which prevented the whole being upset. Fumes of
incense filled the air, dervishes swayed in their wild
chants till one and the other fell exhausted, and
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