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84 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

when the tomb was finally reached the bier was
broken into fragments and distributed amongst
eager claimants from amongst the thirty thousand
Moslems assembled.

Such, dear readers, is a Moslem saint, and their
name is legion. It is by the intercession of such
as these that the superstitious hope to obtain earthly
and heavenly benefits, and it is at the shrines of
such as these that the poor Moslem women come, in
the dark days of trouble, to pour out their hearts
and seek for help and blessing.

Some time ago one of my schoolgirls asked me
to go and see her sister, who had been brought
from a neighboring village seriously ill. On reach-
ing the house I found a young woman of about
eighteen stretched on a mattress on the floor, and
sitting by her side, her husband, who was at least
fifty years of age. The poor creature was in great
suffering and evidently too ill for any simple rem-
edy, so I called in the help of a French lady doctor,
who kindly came and prescribed for her.

On going to the house next day, great was my
surprise to find that the medicine ordered had not
been given, and the surprise gave place to indigna-
tion when I discovered that the family firmly be-
lieved that the whole trouble was caused by an evil
spirit which had taken possession of the young wife,
and that the black sheep, tied up in the courtyard,
had been placed there in the hope that the demon
would prefer to inhabit the body of the animal and
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