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86 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

amount of domestic happiness he, himself, is losing.
And this may be done by education and the free
intercourse with Christian famuilies, which will give
him an msight mto the joys of their home circles.

As was before hinted, Lluropean education is al-
ready cultivating the intelligence of the upper
classes and slowly extending its leavening influence
among the masses. There is an increasing desire,
not only that the boys should receive a good French
education, but that the girls should share its bene-
fits too. Tennyson’s words in the mouth of King
Arthur have a new significance :—

“The old order changeth, giving place to new,
And God fulfils Himself in many ways.”

But this change cannot be accomplished in a day,
nor without a struggle between the old and new sys-
tems. This may be illustrated by an amusing scene
I once witnessed.

I was one day sitting in the house of a wealthy
Arab whose mind had been enlarged by travelling
in many lands. His eldest daughter was one of the
very few Arab girls I have met who could read and
write Arabic beautifully. I was accustomed to give
her French lessons, and she was at that moment in
the opposite room across the courtyard, taking a
lesson from a Jewish music master on a new piano
lately sent by her fiancé,

Suddenly two servant girls rushed into the room
exclaiming: “Sidi Mohammed is coming! Here
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