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LIGHT IN DARKEST MOROCCO

THE factors in a Moorish woman's life are

largely those of her Moslem sisters everywhere;

excepting as exaggerated by the absence of all Eng

lish or French influence. In Morocco we have the

rugged path Mohammed allotted their sex pain

fully adhered to, and any European influence of

other lands conspicuous by its absence. The lack of

education, inability to read, undeveloped powers of

thought handed through the generations of thirteen

centuries, are at least not lessened by time or weak

ened by heredity.

The families in which daughters are allowed to

read are few and far between: just an occasional

one among high-class government officials, or a

favorite daughter here and there who is destined

to support herself and relatives by teaching the few

privileged to learn among the rising generation.

The little girl is seldom welcomed at birth. It is a

calamity she was not a boy. A few years of half

freedom for the town-child and hasty neglect for

the village iiiaiden. Many a better-class woman

enters her home as a bride, in the carriage which so

carefully conceals her, and sees but four white-
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