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MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN IN THE CENTRAL

SOUDAN

THE form of Islam seen in the large centres of

population in the Hausa States is that of a virile,

aggressive force, in no sense effete or corrupted by

the surrounding paganism. It has had no rival sys

tems such as Hinduism or Buddhism to compete

with, and until now has not come into conflict with

Christianity. The distinctive characteristics of the

African have, however, tended to increase in it sen

sualism and a laxity of morals, and this has stamped,

to a large extent, the attitude toward women and the

character of women as developed under its system.

Social and moral evils, which may have a thin

cloak thrown over them in the East as well as in

those lands of Islam in the North of Africa, are

open, and boldly uncovered, in the Hausa States.

Most of what is written in this chapter refers to

the Hausa women, who form by far the greatest

number in this country; but it is necessary to write

a few lines first about the Fulani women, who are

aliens and of a different social, political, and racial

type.

It is now generally acknowledged that these people
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