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—Fulanis—originally came from Asia, or at least
are Semitic.

They are the rulers of all this great empire, and
have for a hundred years exercised a tyrannical rule
over the Hausas and the pagan peoples whom they
had succeeded in enslaving before British rule in
turn overcame them. The Fulani women are many
of them olive-colored; some are beautiful and all
have the small features, thin lips, straight nose, and
long straight hair associated with the Asiatic. The
Fulani rulers, following the Eastern fashion, have
large harems and keep their women very secluded.

The late Emir of Zaria was terribly severe to all
his people, and cruel to a degree with any of his
wives who transgressed in any way or were sus-
pected of unfaithfulness. In one instance in which
a female slave had assisted one of his wives to
escape, both being detected, the wife was immedi-
ately decapitated and the slave given the head in an
open calabash and ordered by the Emir to fan the
flies off it until next night!

I have been admitted into the home of one such
family, the home of one of the highest born of all
the Fulani chiefs, saw two of the wives and bowed
to them, but the two little girls of seven and eight
years came to call on me. On the whole I was struck
with the cheerful appearance of the wife and the
sweetness of the two little girls, but the husband
was a particularly nice man, I should #hink a kind
husband. and I know a kind father.
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