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122 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

lish equivalent and one does not desire to describe
its meaning. It has the effect of demoralizing most
of the young girls and making it almost certain
that very few girls of even eleven or twelve have
retained any feelings of decency and virtue.

In this the girls are deliberately the tempters, and
many boys and young men are led into sin who
would not have sought it. Here one must not blame
the women or the girls, for the original sin is with
the men, who, through the terribly degrading sys-
tem of polygamy and slave concubinage, have intro-
duced since centuries that which destroys the purity
of the home, and makes it impossible for the children
to grow up clean-minded. It is a sad fact that the
evil effect of this seems to have acted more on the
women and children than on the men.

One feels sorely for the boys brought up in this
land without a glimpse of purity in true home life;
with never a notion of a woman being the most holy
and chaste and beautiful of all God’s creation, and
never seeing even the beauty of girlhood purity.

One is glad to see that among many of the men
there is a growing feeling that they have lost much
in this way; and often in talking to men on the
subject of women and their naturally depraved con-
dition, I have shown them how, where women are
given the place God meant them to have in the home
and in the social and religious life of a people, their
character is always the most regenerating thing in
the life of a nation, and that it is useless for them
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