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members of the harem of some of the Hausas, also
complicates and intensifies the evil; for this mixture
only tends to lower the standards and make the
facilities for sin tenfold easier.

It is not true in the Central Soudan, as is so often
stated, that polygamy tends to diminish the greater
evils of common adultery and prostitution. These
are very frequent, and it is perfectly true what man
after man has sadly told me, that no one trusts even
his own brother in the case of married relationships.
I am bound to acknowledge, however, in honesty,
that these evils are intensified in the cantonments
with their large number of native soldiers of loose
character, and some even of one’s own immoral
countrymen.

I have seen very little systematic cruelty towards
women or children, except of course in the slave-
raiding and slave markets which are now happily
abolished. Women are able to take care of them-
selves and certainly do, so far as I have seen.

The knowledge that a wife may leave at will, that
less labor can be got out of a cruelly-treated slave
wife, and that little girls can leave home and find a
place elsewhere, all have tended to make women’s
lives freer, and to some extent less hard in the
Central Soudan than in North Africa.

On the other hand, one is struck with the apparent
lack of love, and forced to the conclusion that a
woman is not in any sense, to a man of the Hausa
race, more than a necessary convenience; a womarn
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