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to look after his house, have children, and prepare
his meals. In old age she is often abandoned or
driven away, or becomes a mere drudge. This is
often the case also with a man, if not wealthy; when
old his wives will leave him, and many a case I have
seen of such desolation. Of real love which triumphs
over circumstances of poverty and sickness there is
but little; women will leave their husbands when
through misfortune they have lost their wealth,
and go and marry another, returning later when
fortune has again favored the original husband and
frowned on the later one.

I met one beautiful exception to this. One of the
most beautiful girls I have seen in the Hausa states,
with a really good face and one which anywhere

- would have been pronounced pretty, brought her
' blind husband to me. When married he had been

really good to her, and after one year had lost his
sight. For four years she had stuck to him and
tended him and really loved him, taking him from
one native doctor to another, and at last to me. It
was touching to see her gentleness to him and the
evident trust of each in the other. I have never seen
such another in the Hausa country. Yet what pos-
sibilities of the future!

Very few girls attain the most elementary stand-
ard of education. But some few do and every
facility is provided for those who can and will go
farther, and I have known girls, mostly those whose
fathers were mallams, who learned to read and write
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