Our Moslem Sisters by Annie Van Sommer and Samuel M. Zwemer (1907)

http://www.ibri.org/Books/Zwemer/1907-MoslemSisters/README.htm

IN THE CENTRAL SOUDAN 129

skill, and we would any of us rather let them die than
call a man in to help.” And so they do die. They
will not yet trust us, although they fully realize that
we are different from their own religious leaders.
Whole realms of thought have yet to be broken
through, whole tracts of life principles and per-
verted ideas have to be destroyed, before it will be
possible for the many poor sufferers in this land to
get what the love of Christ has brought within their
grasp, but which they are afraid as yet to take.

I have tried to show that there is a bright as well
as a sombre side to this picture; that where there 1s
restraint there is often some kindness; that with
ignorance there is often a desire and a yearning after
better things, and a dull feeling that what is, is no?
best.

Nothing but a radical change in the very funda-
mental ideas of woman, even by woman herself, can
bring about the regeneration of this land. Only
the restoration of woman to the place gained for
her by Christ, and snatched from her again by the
prophet of Islam, can bring true holiness and life
into the homes of Hausa, and bring a new hope and
reality into the lives of the men.

The knowledge and worship of Christ are begin-
ning to do this, and in one or two homes in North
Nigeria already men, who previously thought
woman inferior human beings or superior cattle, and
who would have looked upon it as madness to sug-
gest that a woman should be considered the helpmeet
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