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OUR ARABIAN SISTERS

"Women are worthless creatures and soil men's reputations"

"The heart of a woman is given to folly."
-ARABIC PROVERBS.

THIS is an outline sketch of the pitiful intellectual,

social, and moral condition of the nearly four million

women and girls in Mohammedan Arabia. To be

gin with, the percentage of illiteracy, although not so

great as in some other Moslem lands, is at least

eighty per cent. of the whole number. In Eastern

Arabia a number of girls attend schools, but the in

struction and discipline are very indifferent; atten

tion to the lesson is not demanded, so that a Moslem

school is a paradise for a lazy girl! A girl is re

moved from school very early to prepare for her life

work and that is marriage. In a majority of cases

she soon forgets what little knowledge she may have

attained. A few women are good readers, but these

are the most bigoted and fanatical of all women, and

it is difficult to make any impression upon them as

they are firmly convinced that the Koran contains

all they need for salvation now and hereafter.

General ignorance is the cause of general unhappi-

'35


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.ibri.org/Books/Zwemer/1907-MoslemSisters/README.htm
	LinkTextBox: Our Moslem Sisters by Annie Van Sommer and Samuel M. Zwemer (1907)


