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The Arab boy spends ten or twelve years of his life

largely in the women's quarters, listening to their

idle conversation about household affairs and their

worse than idle talk about their jealousies and in

trigues.

"When the boy becomes a man, although he has

absolute dominion over his wife as far as the right

to punish or divorce her is concerned, he often

yields to her decision in regard to some line of

action. In treating a woman I have sometimes ap

pealed to the husband to prevail upon his wife to

consent to more severe treatment than she was will

ing to receive. After conversing with his wife his

answer has been, 'She will not consent,' and that

has been final. Lady Ann Blunt, who has travelled

among the Bedouins, says, 'In more than one

sheikh's tent it is the women's half of it in which the

politics of the tribe are settled.'

"In regard to their religion they believe what

they have been told or have heard read from the

Koran and other religious books. They do not

travel as much as the men, and do not have the

opportunity of listening to those who do, hence their

ideas are not changed by what they see and hear.

All the traditions of Mohammed and other heroes

are frequently rehearsed and implicitly believed.

"Although the Arab race is considered a strong

one, we find among the women every ill to which

their flesh is heir, unrelieved and oftentimes even

aggravated by their foolish native treatment. A
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