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mother’s heart cannot help but ache as she hears the
Arab mother tell of the loss of two, three, four, or
more of her children, the sacrifice perhaps to her
own ignorance. The physical need of the Arab
women is great and we pray that it may soon appeal
to some whose medical training fits them to admin-
ister to this need in all parts of Arabia.

“In the towns in which there are missionaries
there are comparatively few houses in which they
are not welcomed. In our own station there are
more open houses than we have ever had time to
visit. Wherever women travellers, of whom there
have been two of some note, have gone, they have
been met with kindness ; hence it will be seen that the
open door is not lacking.”

Ignorance, superstition, and sensuality are the
characteristics which impress themselves most
strongly at first upon one who visits the Arab harem,
but there are those, too, among the women who are
really attractive. It is a dark picture, and we do
not urge the need of more workers because the
fields are white to harvest. We ask that more offer
themselves and be sent soon, rather, that, after they
have learned the difficult language, they may be able
to begin to prepare the ground for seed-sowing. It
is a work that can only be done by women, for
while the Bedouin women have greater freedom to
go about and converse with the men than the town
women have, and while some of the poorer classes
in the towns will allow themselves to be treated by a
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