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X1
WOMEN’S LIFE IN THE YEMEN

THE term “Yemen,” meaning the land on the
right hand, is the name applied to that whole tract of
land in Arabia south of Mecca and west of the
Hadramaut, which has always been looked upon as a
dependency or province.

In early historical times the Yemen was occupied
by Homerites and other aborigines, but later on by
the Himyarites, who drove many of the original in-
habitants to seek a new home in Africa, where, hav-
ing intermarried with the Gallas, Kaffirs, and
Dankalis, they formed a new race which is generally
known nowadays as the Somali.

The physical conformation of the Yemen is not
unlike that of the portion of Africa immediately
opposite, where there is as great diversity in climate
and soil as there is in the manners and customs of
the peoples.

From Aden, the Eastern Gibraltar, right north-
ward there stretches a range of mountains chiefly
formed of igneous rocks that have been bent, torn,
and twisted like the iron girders of a huge building
that has been destroyed by fire and almost covered
by the ruin, Bare peak after peak rises from the
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