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blessing and peace) said, ‘Do not trouble them with
what they cannot bear, for they are prisoners in
your hands whom you took in trust from God.””
And therefore as prisoners they are to be kept and
treated as being of inferior intellect.

I have known cases where a man gave his daugh-
ter in marriage on condition that the bridegroom
would never marry another wife; but the man broke
his word and married a second wife, whereupon he
was summoned before the kadi, who ruled that,
“When a man marries a woman on condition that
he would not marry another at the same time with
her, the contract is valid and the condition void be-
cause it makes unlawful what is lawful, and God
knoweth all.” |

The consequence of such laws is that the women
become prone to criminal intrigues, and I have
known dozens of cases where mothers have helped
their daughters and even acted as procuresses for
them to avenge some slight upon them or injury
done to them. There is no fear of God before their
eyes. Heaven to them is little better than a place of
prostitution. Why, then, should they desire it?
Here they know the bitterness of being one of two
or three wives, why then should they wish to be
“one of seventy”?
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