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and to bring others as frequently as he has the incli

nation or the money to buy.

A son is always welcomed at birth with shrill

shouts and boisterous clapping of hands or beating

of drums; but a baby girl is received in silence and

disappointment.

The boy is indulged in every way from the day of

his arrival. He is under no restraint or control,

and usually at two years of age is a little tyrant,

freely cursing his mother and sisters. The mother

smiles at his cleverness, she herself having taught

him, and her own teaching leads afterwards to much

misery in the lives of other women.

Great numbers of boys die in infancy, or under

three years of age, because of the ignorance of their

mothers in caring for them. They are either over

fed or neglected. In some families, where there

have been a number of both boys and girls, all the

boys have died. The women have been blamed for

this and sometimes divorced, or else retained to

serve the new wives who have been brought instead.

How often I think of the dear little Moslem girls!

The most teachable and responsive to loving kind

ness of all. Oh, that they might have happy homes,

happy mothers, wise and loving fathers! One dear

Moslem child, only four years old, after having been

in a Christian mission school for a year, was taken

ill and died. All the members of a large family

were present as she lay dying (crowding into the

room of the sick is an Oriental custom) and heard
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