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with ample means. He first married a sweet-look-
ing young girl, Belise by name, but she had no chil-
dren, so he divorced her and married three other
women. Not having his desire for children granted,
he divorced all three of these women and took back
his first wife, who was quite willing to go to him!

Haji Hamid, who made the pilgrimage to
Mecca, was the chief of a Matawaly village and
highly honored, belonging to the Shiah sect of
Moslems. He has had many wives, some of
whom he had divorced because they displeased him,
and others had died. When he became an old
man, he brought a young and, as he was assured by
others, a very beautiful and virtuous bride. He had
never seen her. He paid a large sum of money for
her, most of which she wore afterwards as orna-
ments—gold coins—on her head and neck.

Soon after her arrival in the sheikh’s house he
became seriously ill. She found this unpleasant, as
she was a bride and wanted to enjoy herself. So
she ran away, taking all the gold with her, and left
him to die! :

There is no honor or truth among Moslems. The
Prophet’s religion does not and cannot implant pity
or compassion in the human heart. Haji Hamid had
inherited from his birth false teaching, the evil influ-
ences and results of lying, corruption in Govern-
ment affairs, tyranny, bribery, bigotry, and con-
tempt for women. He only reaped as he had sown.
However, he heard the Gospel on his dying bed and
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