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158 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

seemed grateful for kindnesses shown to him by
Christian strangers,

Abd Er Rahim, “Slave of the Merciful,” was a
rich Moslem who once had several wives. Some
he had divorced, some he had sent back to their
fathers’ homes, and some had died, and he was
tired of the one who remained because she was
getting old.

By chance he had seen a very handsome young
peasant girl, and he wanted her, but he was afraid
of his wife, for he felt sure that she would be trou-
blesome if he brought this young girl to his house.
So he planned a “shimel-howa” for his wife (a
pleasant time, literally, a “smelling of the air,” a
promenade), to which she readily agreed. She put
on her jewelry and silk outer garments, and started.
Her husband was to follow her, but, according to
Moslem custom, at a distance, as a man is not seen
in public with his wife. She never returned, but
was found dead two days afterwards, drowned in
a well, wearing all her jewelry. Her husband found
her. The facts were never investigated. A few
days afterwards the new wife was brought into the
house and lived there until the death of Abd Er
Rahim. He has now gone to his reward! He
never knew anything about the Lord Jesus Christ.
No one ever told him. His last wife, however, did
have the opportunity of knowing, but she laughed
and made fun of His name. When she died, about
three years ago, twenty large jars of water were
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