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ONCE MORE IN PALESTINE 165

their studies in Egypt or Europe) you will often
find one having two wives. Also among the land-
owners, or sheikhs of villages, who travel from place
to place to overlook their property, you will be told
that they have a wife in each village living with a
suitable retinue of servants. The Arabic word for
the second wife means “the one that troubles me.”
This word is used in 1 Samuel i. in the story of
Hannah, and is translated “adversary.” I know of
an educated gentleman, living in a large city, who
added a young bride to his family, but his first wife
was treated with every consideration. The rich can
afford to put their wives in different suites of
apartments with different servants, and by this
means quarrelling is prevented ; but the case is very
different among the poor.

Not long ago a sad case came under my own
notice. A prosperous pharmacist was married to
a very nice woman, and they were a happy couple
with sons and daughters growing up around them.
By degrees, the wife perceived a change in her hus-
band’s temper. If anything went wrong, he imme-
diately threatened her, not with divorce, but to
introduce a second wife into their happy home.
This threat he finally carried out, and the wife had
the chagrin of welcoming the bride, and she was
obliged to behave pleasantly over the business.
These two women appear to live in harmony, there
is no alternative, for over the first wife Damocles’
sword hangs but by a hair. But you can imagine
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