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the bitterness in her heart, her anger against the
husband, and her hatred of the bride. You can
imagine also the loss of respect for their father
which the sons will feel.

Among the poorer classes it is the usual thing
to find a man with two wives. One of these is old.
She acts as housekeeper, and is consulted and con-
sidered by the husband. The other is usually quite
a young woman, who must obey the older wife and
treat her as a mother-in-law. These two are gen-
erally fairly happy, and, as a rule, live in peace. I
have seen a man with three wives, all under the
same roof. He acts impartially to all—but the
quarrelling among themselves and among their
children in his absence is very sad. The effect of
polygamy upon the home is most disastrous. What
effect it may have on the domestic happiness of the
man I cannot say, but one can make a guess and
that not a very favorable one!

Divorce is easy, inexpensive, and very prevalent;
and it is no uncommon thing to hear that a man has
had ten or eleven wives and that a woman has had
eight or nine hushands. For an angry man to say
the words, “I divorce you,” and to repeat them
three times, swearing an oath by the Prophet, 1s

. enough to oblige the object of his wrath to leave his

house; carrying with her a bed, a pillow, a coverlet,
and a saucepan, together with the clothes which
she had from her own family at her marriage. She
returns to her father’s house, or to the nearest rela-
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