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lion she has, should he be dead, until another mar

riage is arranged for her.

Among the richer classes divorce seldom occurs;

and, if the wife has children and devotes herself

to the comfort of her husband, she may feel her

position tolerably secure. Should she fall ill, how

ever, it is rare that a husband permits her to remain

in his house, for he has not promised to cherish her

in sickness and in health. He will send her to her

own family till he sees how the illness will turn;

and, more than probably, she will be told in less

than a month that she is divorced, and that her hus

band has married another. How often in our Pales

tine hospitals do we try to comfort and soothe the

poor sick women in their feverish anxiety to get

well, for fear of this dreaded Damocles' sword fall

ing on their unhappy heads!

Among the poorer classes divorce is extremely

prevalent. If a woman has no child, she is imme

diately divorced, and is returned to her own family,

who arrange for a second marriage, generally in

about ten days from the time she is divorced.

Should she again have no child, her lot will indeed

be a sad one. She must then be content to be the

wife of some blind or crippled man, who, perhaps,

will also exact a sum of money from her relations

for his charity in marrying her. If a woman be

divorced after she has had children, she must leave

them with the husband, to be probably harshly

treated by her successor or successors. If the father
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