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168 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

dies, the children are supported by his brothers or
relations, while the widow marries again. It is sel-
dom that a widow is permitted to take a child, or
children, to her new home. There is no difficulty
in providing for orphan girls; they are much sought
after in marriage, for the law excuses a young man
from foreign military service if he can prove that
his wife is an orphan, This means that he would
not be able to leave her alone during his absence.
Such orphans are generally taken into the houses of
their future husbands as little tiny girls of four or
five years old, where they are trained by the mother-
in-law, and grow up as daughters. By this means
the husband is exempt from paying any sum of
money for his bride.

We must not forget that the marriages of Mos-
lems are wholly without affection, and that the only
way in which the husband can enforce obedience
from his ignorant and listless wife is by the law of
divorce. She will obey him and work for him
simply from the fear of being turned away. When
a woman has been divorced four or five times, she
finds a difficulty in getting a husband; for the re-
port spreads that it “takes two to make a quarrel,”
that her tongue is too sharp and her temper too
short. I have been asked what becomes eventually
of the woman who has been frequently divorced.
Finally she remains with the old or very poor man
who has married her in her old age. Or, possibly,
if she is a widow with a grown-up son, he will sup-
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