
ONCE MORE IN PALESTINE '7'

for nearly eighteen years and know something of

their sad lives.

A Moslem girl is unwelcome at her birth and

oppressed throughout her life. When a child is

born in a family the first question asked is, "Is it

a boy or girl?" If the answer is, "A boy," congrat

ulations follow from friends and neighbors. But if

the answer is, "A girl," all commiserate the mother

in words such as, "God have mercy on thee."

As the little one grows up she has to learn her

place as inferior to her brothers, and that she must

always give in to them and see the best of every

thing given to them.

I am glad to say that Christian missions have

made it possible for her to go to school if she lives

in a town. But at the age of ten she is probably

taken away from her mother, the only real friend

she is likely to have in the world, and sold by her

male relations into another family where she be

conies what is virtually a servant to her mother-in

law. We know that mothers-in-law even in Eng

land have not always a good name, but what may

they be to a young girl completely under their power?

Many are the sad stories I have heard of constant

quarrelling, followed on the part of the little bride

by attempts to run away to her old home, and the

advent of her relations on the scene of strife, to

patch up a reconciliation and induce the girl to sub

mit to her fate.

Perhaps you say, "Why does her husband not
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