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MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN IN SYRIA

SYRIA is one of the countries bound down by the

heavy chain which Mohammedanism binds on the

East. The weight of this chain presses most heavily

on that which is weakest and least capable of re

sistance, and that means the hearts of the women

who are born into this bondage.

There are probably from 1,200,000 to 1,500,000

Mohammedans in Syria, and this estimate also in

cludes the sects of the Nusairiyeh (the mountain

people in North Syria), the Metawileh, and the

Druzes, who, though differing in many ways from

the true Mohammedans, are yet classed with them

politically. When the word "Christian" is used in

this chapter it should be understood as distinguish

ing a person or a sect which is neither Jew, Druse,

or Mohammedan, and does not necessarily imply, as

with us, a true spiritual disciple of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

Our purpose is to show the condition of the Mo

hammedan and Druze women in Syria to-day as far

ait has been possible to ascertain the facts whichs I

have been gleaned from those most qualified to give

them. From a casual survey one may very likely
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