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MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN IN SYRIA 175

come to the conclusion that conditions in Syria are
better and the lives of the women brighter than their
co-religionists in other Mohammiedan lands. There
are happy homes (or so they seem at first sight)
where there is immaculate cleanliness, where the
mother looks well after the ways of her household
and her children, is ready to receive her husband and
kiss his hand when he returns from his work, where
there is but one wife, and a contented and indulgent
husband and father. When you come to look more
closely you will find in almost every case that more
or less light has come into these homes from Chris-
tian teaching or example. There are many instances
on record of Mohammedan men testifying that the
girls trained in Christian schools make the best
wives. More than once have they come to thank
and bless the Protestant teachers who have taught
to their pupils such lessons of neatness, gentleness,
obedience, and self-control. There are many Mo-
hammedan men who are worthy to have refined,
educated wives, and can appreciate the blessing of
the homes such are capable of making. On the
other hand, however, there is a very large proportion
who need to be educated themselves in order to know
how to treat such women and who have the deserved
reputation of being brutal, sensual, unspeakably vile
in language and behavior. Many of these belong to
the better class in the large inland cities. The
women who are at the mercy of the caprices and
passions of such men are very greatly to be pitied,
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