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In the towns along the coast, where there

is more enlightenment, the women have more

freedom and seem outwardly happier than those

who are more strictly secluded in the towns where

Mohammedanism is the predominant influence.

Freedom, however, is used as a comparative term,

for the following was told to me to show what

privileges are accorded under that name to the

upper-class women in one of the smaller coast

cities. They are allowed to go often, every day

if they like, and sit by the graves in the Mo

hammedan cemetery. When you consider the fact

that they are shrouded in their long "covers" or

cloaks, with faces veiled, and that the cemetery is

not a cheerful place, to say the least, and that it is the

only place where they are allowed to go, this so

called "freedom" does not seem to be so very won

derful, after all. However, it is far better than being

shut indoors all the time.

Any one living among these people becomes gradu

ally accustomed to the accepted state of things, espe

cially when one has learned that outside interference

only makes matters worse, and it is only now and

then when some especially sad or heart-rending thing

comes to your knowledge that you realize how truly

dreadful the whole system is. The other day I was

talking about this with a friend whose knowledge of

Mohammedan women had been confined to a few

families who on the outside would compare very

favorably with Christian families shç knew, as re-
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