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take another wife. “Why do you do that when
you are so happy as you are? Think of your wife—
how unhappy it would make her to have you bring
in another!” The man laughed and told her that
she made a great mistake in thinking that Moham-
medan women were like Christian women, that they
did not mind having another woman in the house,
they were accustomed to it and brought up to expect
it. “But I hope that what I said will make him
think and perhaps he will decide not to take another
wife, for I showed him plainly the evil of it.”

The women may be brought up to expect it,—
they may have been the members of a polygamous
family themselves,—but the human heart is the same
the world over, and the sanctity of the home with
one wife is never invaded without poignant suffer-
ing. A wealthy Mohammedan will establish each
of his wives in a separate house, those not able to
afford this luxury have their harem in one house.
It does not require a very vivid imagination to be
able to picture the inevitable result: jealousies, heart-
burnings, contentions, wranglings, and worse.

A Bible woman told me of dreadful scenes where
the women fight like cats and dogs, and the husband
takes the part of the wife he loves the best and beats
the others. One feels that the man often bears his
own punishment for this state of things by being
obliged to live amid such scenes.

In a city of Northern Syria where the Moham-
medans are the most powerful class and their.
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