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twice since theny and is now living at home, and is
at the head of a Mohammedan school for girls.
Two other sisters have been divorced, and are at
home, one with her child.

In Beirut, among the better classes girls are not
married as young as they used to be, though occa-
sionally you hear of instances, as in the case of a
woman who had eight daughters and married two
of them, twins, at the age of eight. She gained
nothing by this cruel act as they were soon divorced
and sent home. One reason for child-marriages
among Mohammedans in Syria is the conscription
which demands for the army every young man of
eighteen. The one who cannot afford to escape
conscription by paid substitutes or money may be
exempt if he has a wife dependent upon him. When
he is sixteen or seventeen his family send off to some
distant town for a young girl who is a destitute
orphan, and this child is married to the youth,—
she may be ten years old, or nine, or even eight, and
cases are known where a girl of seven has been
married to a boy of sixteen.

One can hardly wonder that many of these girls
are divorced, for they are simply untrained, naughty
children, unable to grasp what the duties of a wife
are, or that it is necessary to please their husbands
or conciliate their mothers-in-law. Mohammedan
women say that the happiness of a child-wife and her
status in the family depend almost entirely upon
her mother-in-law. It is a sad fact that these little
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