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fessional who was to adorn his bride for her mar-
riage, not to disfigure her face with the thick shining
paste which is usually considered (though very mis-
takenly) to enhance her charms. He was reported
to have said that he wished to see her face as God
had made it. I remarked that I thought it was very
sensible and that I did not see what was ever gained
by disfiguring a face by plastering it with paint and
powders. The woman said: “But you do not under-
stand! We do it so that we may be beautiful in our
husband’s eyes, for if we are pale or wrinkled they
cease to love us and go to other women or else they
divorce us.” It is very far from being “for better,
for worse,—in sickness, in health.”

It is impossible to gather statistics as to the pro-
portionate number of divorces. All the women say,
“It is very common.” The condition of a divorced
woman returned to her father’s house is not an
enviable one. In some cases they are kept on like
servants, living in some out-house or stable, or in
some inferior room if the house is a grand one. It
has been suggested by a writer, that the sight of the
misery of these positionless women has a strong in-
fluence upon the young men of the family, making
them determine that they will never have more than
one wife. Let us hope that this is true. From what
is told me I have learned that it is not usually the
young men who have more than one wife, but the
older ones. I must not omit to say that in the
smaller Mohammedan settlements where there is
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