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much intermarrying in families, there is almost no

divorce, for even if a man wishes it, he must be very

courageous to brave the united wrath of the whole

circle of female relatives or of his enraged uncle or

cousin, who resents bitterly having his daughter sent

back to her home.

Among the poorer people, too, those who have

come most closely under my observation, divorce is

rare and no man has more than one wife. But they

are steeped in superstition and many are so bigoted

they will not receive the visits of the Bible woman

nor allow their children to attend schools. Fre

quently, in paying visits, we will find a blind Mo

hammedan sheikh instructing the women in the

Koran, and some of them have very glib objections

to offer to the New Testament stories and truths

we read to them. They will often ask to be read to,

but the Old Testament is the favorite book.

Among the Druzes, divorce is even more common

than it is among the true Mohammedans, and the

state of morals is very low. The Druzes are an in

teresting, even fascinating people. They live on the

Lebanons and inland on the Druze mountains of the

Hauran, and are a warlike independent race, of fine

physique, and most polished, courteous manners.

Some of their women are very beautiful and their

peculiar costumes are most becoming and pic

turesque.
"
They are always veiled, but one eye is

uncovered, and it is second nature with them to

draw their veils hastily across their faces if a man
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