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home and soon learned that, although she had been

allowed these unusual privileges, she need expect

no more liberty than her mother had been allowed

before her. She found the shut-in life so intolerable

that she secretly ate the heads of matches and

poisoned herself so that she sickened and died, hav

ing confessed her act and telling the reason.

There are others among these girls who have been

taught in evangelical schools, who have learned to

love Christ, whose faith is strong and whose trust

sustains them and keeps them patient and cheerful

amid very great trials and even cruel treatment from

their husbands, "Strengthened in their endurance by

the vision of the Invisible God."

To go back to Mohammedan women. It is sur

prising how exceedingly ignorant many of them are,

even the women of the higher classes from whom

you might expect better things. A visitor inquired

of her Mohammedan hostess if she would tell her the

name of the current Mohammedan month. "I do

not concern myself with such things, you must ask

the Effendi." Their minds seem to be blank except

in regard to their relations to their families, to sleep

ing, eating, and diseases, to their clothes, and their

servants, and the current gossip of the neighbor

hood. Formerly it was not believed that girls were

capable of learning anything, and years ago an

Effendi in Tripoli, when urged to have his daugh

ter taught to read, exclaimed, "Teach a girl to read!

I should as soon try to teach a cat!" But those
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