Our Moslem Sisters by Annie Van Sommer and Samuel M. Zwemer (1907)

http://www.ibri.org/Books/Zwemer/1907-MoslemSisters/README.htm

190 OUR MOSLEM SISTERS

days are passing and the Mohammedans are begin-
ning to bestir themselves in the matter of educating
their girls. They are opening schools for girls in
all the cities, though judging from the attainments
of some of the teachers, the girls are not taught
very much. When these schools were first opened
in Beirut, the only available teachers were girls who
had been in attendance on the Protestant schools,
and some of them had only been there a few months.

In Sidon there is a large Mohammedan school
for girls, where are gathered from five to six hun-
dred girls. The Koran is the text-book, reading and
writing are taught and needle-work has a large place
in the curriculum.

Years ago an old Effendi was attending the ex-
amination in Miss Taylor’s school for Mohammedan
and Druze girls. “My two granddaughters are
here,” he said to a missionary sitting beside him. “I
was instrumental in starting a school of our own
for girls, and I took my granddaughters away from
here and put them in the new school. One day I
went to visit the school. When I was still at a dis-
tance I heard the teacher screaming at the girls and
cursing them, saying, ‘May God curse the beard of
your grandfathers, you dogs! Now, I was the
grandfather of two of those children and I knew
they heard enough of such language at home with-
out being taught it at school, so I brought them
back to this good place.”

The aim of the Mohammedans in their schools is
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