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BEHIND THE LATTICE IN TURKEY

IF the condition of women under Islam is de

graded and wellnigh hopeless in other parts of the

world, what must be the condition of such women in

Turkey, the seat of Moslem power, the centre of

the Caliphate, with the green flag of the Prophet

kept at Seraglio Point, in Constantinople?

The picture of woman's dgradation throughout

the Empire is black enough, yet gleams of light

play over the blackness, and these gleams grow

steadily stronger and more frequent. Turkey not

only borders upon Europe, and thus is nearer to

Western civilization and its progress, but its ex

tended coast-line affords many ports of entry, to

which comes no inconsiderable part of the travel

and trade of the world. Kaiser William's railroads

are opening up the western portion of the empire,

and cause a curious jumble of modern advance with

so-called fixed Oriental ways.

With their parasols held low over their heads,

even though the day be cloudy, or the sun be set, the

veiled and costumed Turkish women may be seen

in crowds on Friday, their Sabbath, and holidays,

sitting upon grassy slopes, with their children play-
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