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1¢6 OUR MOSLEM SISTIERS

consent of mother or girl, she may be conveyed, a
bride, to the house of her lord, who has perhaps
not deigned to be present,—and she of course not,—
at the arrangement by their legal representatives,
for signing the contract, and fixing the amount of

- dowry which she brings, or the sum which he shall

give her in case he at any time shall decree her
divorce. This is all that constitutes the marriage
ceremony in Turkey. I once saw the arrival of a
Turkish bride at her bridegroom’s house. There
was no welcome. She alighted with a woman
friend from the closed carriage. Some one must
have waited within the garden, for the heavy street-
gate opened at their approach, received the women,
closed upon them, and the bride was shut into her
husband’s house, from all the world. If she dis-
pleases him in any way, even if her cooking does
not suit him, a word from her husband suffices to
divorce a wife, according to Moslem law. He may
have as many wives as he wishes, and another is
easily found.

Mohammedan husbands are allowed to punish
their wives with blows, to enforce obedience. A
whole town pervaded by these Turkish ideas was
filled with amazement at a burly non-Moslem friend
of mine, whose wife had become a Christian. Al-
though jeered at and ridiculed by his companions
as one who could not make his wife obey him, he
never lifted his hand against her, for he loved her
too well. He did, however, cause her great unhap-
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